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April 23, 2013 

 

ALL LOCAL CHAIRMEN 

ALL LOCAL OFFICERS 

 

SUBJECT: ARBITRATION  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

Beneath this letter are three letters just sent to this office by the National Mediation Board 

(NMB), who is the government agency that provides the funding for arbitration.  They are in 

response to our (both this office and the Carrier’s) request to docket a total of sixty-three (63) 

discipline cases to be argued before a neutral for final and binding resolution.  Thirty-two of 

those cases are dismissals where a member is waiting on the process to hopefully get restored to 

service. 

As you can see by the NMB’s response, they refused the request because they do not have the 

money to pay the arbitrators.  This is a routine we see month after month where a request is made 

and then denied for the same reason.  It is a source of frustration in this office as we see the 

number of cases in house growing with none being resolved by arbitration. 

We ask that you encourage every member to call or write their senators and congressmen asking 

that more federal funding be provided to the NMB for arbitration purposes.  This office will 

continue attempting to docket the cases, but there are just too many hands reaching into what has 

become a very small pot. 

Fraternally yours, 

 
O. Ed Weathers, General Chairmen 
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